
Hybrids
Saucer Magnolia, Magnolia x 

soulangiana
Lily Magnolias, Magnolia 

liliflora
Flowering Peach, Prunus 

persica
Downy Serviceberry, 

Amelanchier arborea
Merrill Magnolia Magnolia x 
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SCAMGA April Meeting:  Monday, 4/20/09 - 6:30 pm
“Open Pollination and Hybrid Seeds” with Jack Bailey

Fringe Tree

Spring Flowering Trees
by Donna Little

I think spring is a beautiful 
time of year.  The daffodils 
sunny color warms my soul 
after gray winter days.  The 
daffodils and other spring bulbs 
start the riot of color to follow.   
I appreciate the spring bulbs 
and azaleas in bloom but my 
favorites are the spring flower-
ing trees.  Most people are fa-
miliar with tulip magnolias and 
dogwoods but there are several 
spring blooming trees.  If you 
would like to add some color to 
your landscape consider the fol-
lowing spring blooming trees.

Cornelian Cherry, Cornus mas
Cherry, Prunus Hybrids
Redbuds, Cercis species
Japanese Flowering Apricot, 

Prunus mume
Oriental Magnolias, Magnolia 

•
•
•
•

•

loebneri ‘Merrill’
Star Magnolia, Magnolia 

stellata
Crabapple, Malus Hybrids
Yoshino Cherry, Prunus 

yedoensis
Flowering dogwood, Cornus 

florida
Carolina silverbell, Halesia 

carolina
Chinese Fringe Tree, 

Chionanthus retusus
Chinese Quince, Cydonia 

sinensis
Fringe Tree, Chionanthus 

virginicus
Kousa Dogwood, Cornus 

kousa

Give in to spring fever, soak in 
the glorious colors, plant a tree 
or just find a tree to relax under 
and enjoy the spring day; it’s 
good for the soul.

•

•
•

•

•

•

•

•

•

2009 Flower and Garden Show
Coming April 25th!

Greetings All!

The Flower and Garden Show com-
mittee is working towards
another successful show on April 
25th. I hope everyone has that date 
marked on their calendars and are 
planning to be there and help sup-
port this event. It will take everyone 
pulling together to make it succeed.

There are a few things we need some 
help on:

Auction Items:
The last two years we have had a 
successful auction at the end of 
the days event. We really need for 
Master Gardeners to help in
securing some nice items to auc-

tion off. If you can help with this 
or if you have something for the 
auction please let Janet Banks
or myself know.

Show Security:
We have always had a Master 
Gardener volunteer to pull a 
camper or RV to the fairgrounds 
and spend Friday night there to 
help make sure everything was 
secure the night before the show. 
Our volunteer the last few shows 
will not be able to do it this year. 
If you own a camper or RV and 
would be willing to do this again 
please let Janet or myself know. ( 
Just think of the volunteer hours 
you can earn!)

Friday Helpers:
Many of the venders that will be 
participating in the show will be 
setting up on Friday. In the past 
we have had volunteers there to 
help them move items in and set 
up. One of the things the venders 
praise the most about our show is 
the help they recieve. Again if you 
can be free and help on Friday af-
ternoon, let Janet or myself know.
Venders:
We still are needing to add a few 
more venders to the show. If you 
know of a business that relates to 
lawns and gardens, please contact 
them  and ask if they would be in-
terested. I can e-mail you a vender 
packet if you find someone who 
might want to participate. Be sure 

to let them know we had almost 
1000 people come to the show last
year.

      Janet Banks
      jbanks98@bellsouth.net
      774-8410

I know we can count on many of 
you to come through and help us 
with these items. Again keep up 
with any time you spend working 
on the show because all this will 
count towards your volunteer time. 
If you have questions feel free to 
contact me.

W. Alan Bruhin, Extension Director
wabruhin@utk.edu
(865)-453-3695
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It is time to start thinking about 
the plant swap that will be part 
of the October 24 East Tennessee 
Master Gardener Day. For those 
who do not know what a plant 
swap is, let me explain.

A plant swap is an event where 
people bring plants or garden 
related items to exchange with 
others interested in trading plants 
or items. No money changes hands. 
Tables and areas will be provided 
for different categories of plants, 
such as herbs, perennials, vines, 

Plant Swap Reminder
houseplants, shrubs, water garden 
plants, etc.  Bring your plants in 
containers that are labeled and 
ready for someone to take for an 
addition to their garden or home. 
The containers and labels do not 
have to be fancy.  This is an oppor-
tunity to share your extras and trade 
for something you want.  If you do 
not have plants to share, it is okay, 
you will have an opportunity to 
select extras that others bring.  We 
hope you will multiply your plants 
and bring some for the next plant 

swap.  Pass along plants are always 
great fun. 

You are not limited to plants; 
garden related items are also 
welcome.

Spring is a terrific time to start 
seeds, divide overcrowded house-
plants and perennials, and take 
cuttings.  When you are up-potting 
the seedlings, moving a root bound 
houseplant to a larger pot, digging 
up your perennials and dividing 
them, or taking cuttings from 
shrubs and vines, pot a few extras 
into pots they can grow in through 
out the summer.  The plants will 

have well-established root systems 
by October, which will make it a 
robust, healthy plant to share for 
the plant swap.  

As the growing seasons continues 
keep the plant swap in mind and 
prepare your extras for the event.  I 
will look forward to a bountiful and 
successful plant swap in October.  

Thank you,

Donna Little
Sevier County Area Master 
Gardener Association
Plant Swap Coordinator

The committee for the children’s area of our Flower and Garden show has been collecting 
material for nature activities and is asking for needed donations of the following items:

Pine Cones * Birdseed * Peanut Butter * Zip-loc bags * Potting soil
Tomato seeds or fast growing vegetable or flower seeds

The loan of low temperature glue guns

If you have any of these materials and would like to donate them to our children’s area, 
please respond by e-mail and either drop materials off at Alan’s office or please call and I 
will come by to pick them up.  Thank you all for your help!

Casey Berg, 579-0645

UT Extension Service
& the Sevier County Area

Master Gardeners Association
Presents its 4th annual…

Flower and Garden Show &  Sale
 April 25, 2009   9am-4pm

Sevier County Fairgrounds
754 Old Knoxville Hwy, Sevierville

Come rain or shine – It’s inside!

Flowers  *  Plants  *  Shrubs  *  Trees * Yard Art  *  
 Lawn & Garden Equipment  *  Kids’ Crafts  *  

Live   Music  * Snacks  *  Auction –3pm

Admission $3.00       Kids under 12 FREE!

SPEAKERS:
Dollywood Landscape Staff-1pm

Jim Rouhan—Sevierville Landscape Specialist 10am
Ken Oakes—Oakes Daylilies 11am 

WANTED:
Plants Divides Seedlings Bulbs

It’s time for our SCAMGA 
Flower & Garden Show and Sale 

and we need your donations!
Donate your extras to the MG 

Plant Booth!
Starting your seeds right about 
now? Please start a few extra for 

the booth, flower or vegetable...no 
fancy pots are needed, just a label 

that tells us what it is, and as much 
information as you can provide.

No invasive plants, please!

Accepting donations onsite 
April 24th and 25th. Or contact 
us and make arrangements  to 

accept them earlier.

Juneil Mathis email: juneilm@
bellsouth.net (865) 933-0330
Jan Sutton email: mgintn05@
yahoo.com (865) 397-8963
Margaret Thompson email: 

rebinger@bellsouth.net
(865) 932-7751

Flower & Garden Show and Sale cont’d.
Mark A. Halcomb
UT Area Nursery Specialist

Nandina (Nandina domestica) 
is one of several multiple stem 
plants that are mispruned. It should 
never be pruned from the top; 
only from the bottom side. Here is 
an example of shearing a nandina 
incorrectly. The blooms and red 
berries will not develop.

Cut out the taller and/or older 
canes back each March, staggering 
the cuts 3 to 6” above the soil, (but 
there can be limited ability to get the 
pruners down that low, due to the 
crowded stems.) I prefer to use long 
handled loppers. Cut out all the old 
wood and leggy stems. A plant that 
has been only pruned at the top for 
years, may require most of the stems 
cut back, leaving any young stems.

All the stems could be cut on a 
totally overgrown plant, but by cut-
ting stems individually, the younger 
stems remain to hide the ugly until 
the spring growth fills in some. The 
Nandina can be maintained at any 
height without ever cutting the top.

Buds will sprout from the cut 
stems below the cuts and life goes 
on. 

I enjoy showing folks how easy 
it is to renovate or rejuvenate the 
nandina. So easy. 

This is the way a nandina 
should look, with normal foliage 
and fruit set. The berries can be 
used to decorate at Christmas. 
Taller canes can always be cut back 
to within 6” of soil to obtain the 
desired height.

Pruning Nandina

To help provide scholarships for 4-H camp we donate goodies for the 4-Hers to sell at the flower and garden show.
Suggestions: Fresh fruit  (apples, bananas,etc.) * Dried fruit or nuts * Rice crispy treats, muffins, bagels, brownies, etc.

Please wrap or bag individual servings and label if there might be a question about contents.
Donations can be left at the office on Friday, April 24th or at the 4-H food booth early Saturday morning.

Thanks for your help! Nellie Smith
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Growing Beebalm 
by Hubert P. Conlon and Joy 
Moore

Beebalm (Monarda spp.) is one 
of our great native perennials and 
herbs.  Native Americans used 
beebalm as a tea, brewing it  for 
colds, minor bronchial and digestive 
complaints, and also as a poultice 
to soothe insect stings.  During 
the Boston Tea Party, rebellious 
colonists utilized beebalm as a tea 
substitute, calling it “Oswego tea”.  
Some gardeners may tuck beebalm 
leaves under their hats to ward off 
mosquitoes and flies.
Monarda is a member of the mint 

family, and leaves are aromatic and 
minty. The flowers are edible and 
can be added to salads. Beebalm 
prefers a moist, richly organic, 
well-drained soil in full sun to 
light shade.  Plants need good 
air circulation. Beebalm tolerates 
summer heat but not prolonged 
droughts. 
Bees, butterflies and 

hummingbirds are attracted to its 
colorful, nectar laden flowers. The 
colorful tubular flowers open from 
mid-June to late July, but plants will 
re-bloom when deadheaded. Flower 

colors range from the popular 
bright red to white, pink, lavender 
and purple.  Beebalm is a great 
multiplier, and often the flower 
bed becomes very crowded in two 
to three years, requiring division of 
plant clumps.
Beebalm has few pests - except 

powdery mildew, a serious foliage 
disease problem. As summer 
humidity and heat kicks in, soil 
moisture declines and air circulation 
becomes stifling, a white coating of 
mildew begins to coat over foliage 
of susceptible cultivars. Weekly 
spraying with garden fungicides 
from late June to frost is not a viable 
option. 
Organically, you can reduce 

mildew severity by stripping away 
the lower 1/3 leaves and thinning 
out seedling populations to increase 
air circulation around plants. 
Diseased stalks should be discarded 
and not put in the compost pile.

A better approach to defend 
against mildew is to plant disease 
resistant varieties. ‘Jacob Cline’ 
displays very large red flowers 
and ‘Marshall’s Delight’ is a pink 
blooming beebalm. Both grow 3-4 
feet in height. Before his retirement, 
Richard E. Bir, featured SAPS 
speaker for April, conducted a 
multi-year evaluation of monarda. 
In addition to ‘Jacob Cline’ and 
‘Marshall’s Delight’, Dick also 
recommended Monarda fistulosa 
‘Clare Grace’. Late in the season, 
‘Clare Grace’ befell to mildew, but 
the plant’s rapid growth rate and 
above-average drought tolerance 
made it worthy of mention.

by Donna Little

I try to garden organically. I 
say that, instead of saying, I’m 
an organic gardener.  Let me 
explain.  I think of an organic 
gardener as someone that is 
totally committed to only 
natural products in the garden 
and nothing else is allowed.  I 
garden organically because I try 
to use organic methods when-
ever possible but I am not op-
posed to synthetic or chemical 
methods.  To me the difference 
is the choice I make.  Organic 
gardening, like other things in 
life is about choices.  It is a way 
of thinking and making the best 
choice for my garden. About 
99% of the time I make an or-
ganic choice but sometimes I re-
sort to chemical methods, such 
as using glyphosate (Round-Up) 
when trying to eliminate tough 
weeds.  That small occasional 
use of a manmade, synthetic, 
herbicide makes a big difference 
to some people in the terminol-
ogy.  That is why I say I garden 
organically instead of calling 
myself an organic gardener. 
    I think of organic gardening 
as part of the large picture.  For 
me it is a better choice for my 
garden, the plants, the soil, the 
water table and the environ-
ment in general.  I would rather 
use compost instead of synthetic 
fertilizer.  I would rather hand 
pick pests instead of spraying 
everything with insecticide.  I 
use disease resistant plants 
instead of fighting mildew and 
fungus problems.  Organic 
gardening is something you can 
do, little steps at a time instead 
of the whole hog, all or nothing 
approach.   Most people take 
one step, like starting a com-

Gradual Steps 
Toward Organic 

Gardening
post pile and one step leads to 
another and before you know it 
they are making more and more 
organic choices.
     One big step is realizing 
what your tolerance level is.  If 
you want a perfect garden, with-
out a chewed leaf, absolutely 
no disease or leaf spot then you 
will be disappointed.  Organic 
gardening is about accepting 
you have to have some of the 
“bad bugs”, such as aphids, to 
feed the “good bugs”, like lady-
beetles.   If there isn’t anything 
to feed the good guys they will 
leave your garden and find a 
meal elsewhere.  If you have the 
bad guys you will have a few 
flaws on your beloved plants.  
Many of the problems will be 
few and far between but they 
all fit in the organic garden.  It 
is part of a healthy eco-system.   
Not one way or the other, but 
a balanced garden.  Gardening 
with synthetic pesticides usually 
kills the good and the bad.   
My organic garden is not 
perfect but I enjoy it. The only 
synthetic chemical used has 
been glyphosate for the really 
tough weeds, like nut grass and 
poison ivy. The garden is alive 
with birds and chipmunks, bugs 
like praying mantis and writing 
spiders, my dogs and a few of 
the neighborhood cats, as well 
as human garden visitors. I have 
a variety of garden perenni-
als, shrubs and trees as well as 
herbs and a few vegetables.  The 
plants are doing quite well with 
organic gardening methods.  
Organic gardening gives me 
joy and a certain satisfaction, 
knowing I try to work with the 
environment in a natural way.    
Thanks for reading, now, go 
play in the dirt.

ASK THE MASTER GARDENER HOTLINE
Volunteers needed Mondays and Wednesdays or Fridays through  
September. There is a sign-up book in the MG Office.Time slots 
are typically 8am-noon or 2pm-5pm, although we can work with 
your schedule. Any help is appreciated and it’s a great way to build 

volunteer hours!

Saturday, April 4, 9am-2pm: Racheff Gardens Spring Plant Sale 
Saturday, April 18, 9am-2pm: Talahi Plant Sale at Lake Shore Park

More than 1,000 perennial and wildflower member-
grown/dug plants will be available at what is 

considered to be the oldest plant sale in the area.

Saturday April 25, 9am-3pm: UT Arboretum Spring Plant Sale
Saturday, April 25, 9am-1pm: Ijams Nature Center Spring Plant Sale
Sunday, May 24: setup begins at noon, Spring East Tennessee Plant Swap

www.knoxplantswap.com

2009 Knoxville Bonsai Society May KBS 
Bonsai Show

with Special Guest Artist Bjorn Bjorholm
home from his first year as an apprentice at Fujikawa-en

Saturday May 9, 10am to 5pm
Sunday May 10, 12 noon to 3pm

Hollingsworth Auditorium on UT Ag Campus
(In the Ellington Plant Sciences building)

Bonsai tools, pots, soil, and plants will be available for swap and sale.
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To ensure good quality of produce 
pick local farm fresh products. The taste is 
superior to shipped or frozen items and there 
is a good chance that very few chemicals 
have been used in the growing process. In the 
upcoming months, many fruits and vegeta-
bles will be available to us at local Farmer’s 
Markets and area Pick Your Own Farms.

We are lucky to have a good supply of 
fresh produce available to us in East Ten-
nessee. These products are provided to us by 
dedicated farmers who generally have years 
of experience growing crops. Take advantage 
of this situation by buying your fresh fruits 
and vegetables locally and supporting our 
local farmers.

List of Produce and Availability Date

Produce         Availability Date

Gourds 	 Year-round
Herbs 	 Year-round
Honey 	 Year-round
Indian Corn 	 Year-round
Mushrooms Year-round (depending on type)
Collards 	 Apr 1–Jun 1

Greens  Apr 15–Jun 21 & Sep 21–Nov 20
Asparagus	 Apr 20-May 30
Onions 	 May – Aug 31
Carrots 	 May 1–Jul 1

Kale 	 May 1–Jun 21 & Sep 25–Nov 20
Mustard 	 May 1–Jun 21 & Sep 21–Nov 20
Snow Peas	  May 1–Jun 10
Strawberries	          May 1–Jun 10
Sweet Potatoes Plants              May 1–Jun 10
Lettuce 		           May 1–Jun 21
Spinach 	 May 1–Jun 21
Rhubarb	 May 1–Jun 30
Cabbage	 May 7–Nov 15
Cauliflower	 May 10 – Jun 10
Broccoli	 May 10–Jun 10 & Oct 1–Nov 15
Raspberries	 May 20–Oct 10
Leeks 	 Jun 1–Jul 31
Squash 	 Jun 1–Oct 31
Peaches 	 Jun 1–Sep 15
Blackberries	 Jun 7–Oct 10
Shelly Beans	 Jun 10–Oct 1
Snapbeans	 Jun 10–Oct 1
Elephant Garlic 	 Jun 15–Aug 31
Garlic 	 Jun 15–Aug 31
Apples 	 Jun 15–Dec 1
Cherries 	 Jun 15–Jul 31
Gooseberries 	 Jun 15–Jul 31
Cherry Tomatoes 	 Jun 15–Oct 15
Tomatoes 	 Jun 15–Oct 15
Cucumbers 	 Jun 15–Sep 30
Polebeans 	 Jun 20– Sep 20
Wax Beans 	 Jun 20– Sep 20 
Blueberries 	 Jun 21– Aug 21
Boysenberries 	 Jun 21– Aug 21
Cantaloupe 	 Jun 25–Sep 10

Sweet Corn 	 Jun 25–Sep 25
Nectarines 	 Jul 1–Jul 20
Beets 	 Jul 1–Jul 30
Plums 	 Jul 1–Jul 31
Irish Potatoes 	 Jul–1Oct 1
Hot Peppers 	 Jul 1–Oct 31
English Peas 	 Jul 1–Oct 15
Field Peas 	 Jul 1–Oct 15
Bell Pepper 	 Jul 7–Oct 10
Pimento Peppers 	 Jul 7–Oct 10
Limas 	 Jul 10–Oct 15
Eggplant 	 July 10–Sep 30
Okra 	 Jul 15–Oct 10
October Beans 	 Jul 15–Oct 15
Sugar Peas 	 Jul 15–Sep 15
Muscadine Grapes 	 Jul 25–Sep15
Grapes 	 Jul 25–Sep 15
Grapes 	 Jul 25–Sep 15
Autumn Olive 	 Aug–Sep
Dried Apples 	 Aug 1–Dec 1
Sweet Potatoes 	 Aug 21–Mar 31
Pears 	 Sep 1–Oct 10
Turnips 	 Sep 10–Nov 20
Watermelons 	 Sep 10–Nov 20
Pumpkins 	 Sep 15–Oct 31
Greens 	 Sep 21–Nov 20
Pecans 	 Oct 1–Dec 31
Sorghum Syrup 	 Oct 1–Mar 31
Bok Choy 	 Oct 1–Nov 15
Chinese Cabbage 	 Oct 1–Nov 15
Popcorn 	 Oct 1–Nov 31

Farm Fresh Produce in East Tennessee

Farmer’s Markets
By next month most of the Farmer’s Markets and some 
of the Pick Your Own Farms will be open.  The following 
Farmer’s Markets will be open in April.

Oak Ridge Farmers Market (ANDERSON County)
Jackson Square at Georgia Avenue, Oak Ridge, TN  3730
Contact: Jo Ann Wilson, Secretary/ Treasurer
Phone: (865) 947-1449
E-mail: cww2@worldnet.att.net
Web: http://www.easttnfarm.org

Farmers’ Association for Retail Marketing (Knox County)
3457 Kingston Pike at Cherokee Blvd, Knoxville 37919
Contact: Jo Ann Wilson, Secretary/ Treasurer
Phone: (865) 947-1449
E-mail: cww2@worldnet.att.net
Web: http://www.easttnfarm.org

New Harvest Park Farmers Market (Knox County)
4700 New Harvest Park Lane, Knoxville 37918
Contact: Neal Denton, UT Ag Ext Agent & Director
Phone: (865) 215-2340
E-mail: wdenton1@utk.edu
Web: http://www.knoxcounty.org/parks/index.php

More will be listed as they become available...
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April:

11th (Sat) 10:30 am “Growing Herbal 
Topiaries” 132 England Ln, Clinton, 37716. 
Topiary forms, supplies and plants will be 
available to purchase. FREE! (865) 435-1452 
www.erinsmeadowherbfarm.com
11th (Sat) 1 pm  “Herbs for Strong Bones” 
132 England Ln, Clinton, 37716 w/ Peggy 
Merritt - $25 Learn which herbs to use to build 
and keep strong bones as you age.  (865) 435-
1452 www.erinsmeadowherbfarm.com
11th (Sat) 11:00 am: Japanese Maples 
w/Scott Williams of Lashbrooke Nursery 
Pope’s Garden Center, 3308 Old Knoxville 
Hwy, Maryville, 37804, (865) 982-9217
11th (Sat) 1:00 pm:  Creative Landscaping 
Pope’s Garden Center, 3308 Old Knoxville 
Hwy, Maryville, 37804, (865) 982-9217
11th (Sat) 10 am-3 pm: Spring 
Wildflowers & Walker Sisters’ Homesite  
Smoky Mts. Nat’l Park. Join experienced 
naturalist guides for an easy three mile 
hike. Meet at right hand parking lot just 
inside Metcalf Bottoms Picnic area. $49.
16th (Thu) 7-8:30 pm: Home Landscape 
Design & Installation  UT Morgan 
Hall, Rm 212A. Discuss all aspects of 
design, planning, & installation of home 
landscape design with emphasis on 
practicality & low maintenance. Drawing 
supplies will be available at a minimal 
cost at the first class session. $99.
18th (Sat) 2 pm: Gardens for Small Spaces 
Pope’s Garden Center, 3308 Old Knoxville 
Hwy, Maryville, 37804, (865) 982-9217
18th (Sat) 9:30-Noon: Waterfeatures, 
Gardens & Fountains UT Morgan Hall, 
Rm 226.  Discuss planning, installation, 
maintenance, costs, plants & suppliers in 
this intensive workshop. $39.

CEU Calendar
MGs are required to complete a min. of 8 CEUs (Continuing Education Units).  Before completing any CEU Courses, be sure that you 
get approval from Alan Bruhin.  Below is a list of CEUs that have been approved by Alan for use by the Sevier Co. Master Gardeners:

18th (Sat) 9:30am-4pm: Incredible Edibles 
& Traditional Medicinals  Smoky Mts. Nat’l 
Park. Discover how to identify plants & trees 
Native Americans & early settlers used for 
dye, food, medicines, crafts, & other items 
of daily life. Meet at the barn at Oconaluftee 
Visitor Center, Cherokee, NC. $49.
18th (Sat) 8am-5pm: Spring Wildflower 
& Nature Photography  Smoky Mts. 
Nat’l Park. The principles of composition, 
perspective, exposure, light, & proper 
use of equipment will be covered. This 
workshop is applicable to both digital & 
35mm SLR formats. Meet in training room 
at Sugarlands Visitor Center. $49.
18th (Sat) 10:30 am  “Fresh Herb Cook-
ery–For Health!” 132 England Ln, Clinton, 
37716, w/J. Powell - $25 (865) 435-1452 
www.erinsmeadowherbfarm.com
18th (Sat) 1 pm  “Remedies from the 
Herb Garden for Common Family Com-
plaints” 132 England Ln, Clinton, 37716 
w/Ruth Shelton - $25 (865) 435-1452 
www.erinsmeadowherbfarm.com
25th (Sat) 1 pm  “The Nutritional Value 
of Herbs” 132 England Ln, Clinton, 37716 
w/Peggy Merritt - $25 (865) 435-1452 
www.erinsmeadowherbfarm.com
25th (Sat) 11:00 am: Curb Appeal Pope’s 
Garden Center, 3308 Old Knoxville Hwy, 
Maryville, 37804, (865) 982-9217
25th (Sat) 9:30-Noon: Residential 
Landscape Renovation  UT Morgan 
Hall, Rm 226. Time & money-saving tips 
from a professional landscape designer & 
renovator. $39.

May:

2nd (Sat) 8 am-4 pm: Ancient 
Environments: Geology of the Smokies  

Smoky Mts. Nat’l Park. Learn to interpret 
the language of the rock record and trace 
the history of the Smokies from nearly one 
billion years ago to the present. Meet at the 
pavilion at the Twin Creeks Campsite.  $49.
2nd (Sat) 11 am: The World of Aquatic 
Plants w/Thomas Mastrangelo of Van Bloem 
Pope’s Garden Center, 3308 Old Knoxville 
Hwy, Maryville, 37804, (865) 982-9217
2nd (Sat) 9am-5pm: Birding in the Smok-
ies  Smoky Mts. Nat’l Park. 2 days.Meet on the 
porch at Park Headquarters Bldg. Cost: $95.
2nd (Sat) 9am-4pm: Old Growth Forest: 
Albright Grove  Smoky Mts. Nat’l Park.
Learn to identify trees by sight, touch, 
smell, and taste. Meet in parking area at 
the Greenbrier entrance to the Park. $49
9th (Sat) 1-9 pm: Bears of the Smokies  
Smoky Mts. Nat’l Park. Learn about the life 
of the southern Appalachian black bear. 
Meet at Great Smoky Mountains Institute 
at Tremont, office parking area. $49
9th (Sat) 11:00 am: Unique Gifts for Mom 
Pope’s Garden Center, 3308 Old Knoxville 
Hwy, Maryville, 37804, (865) 982-9217
9th (Sat) 1:00 pm: Rose Gardening 
Pope’s Garden Center, 3308 Old Knoxville 
Hwy, Maryville, 37804, (865) 982-9217
9th (Sat) 10am-2pm: Totally Buggy  
Smoky Mts. Nat’l Park. Learn about harm-
ful and beneficial insects and what their 
role is in our world. Meet in the training 
room at Sugarlands Visitor Center. $29.
16th (Sat) 8am-4pm: Birding for Beginners 
Smoky Mts. Nat’l Park. Learn the simple steps 
to identifying birds. Meet in the conference 
room at Park Headquarters Bldg. $49.
16th (Sat) 9:30am-3:30pm: Exploring 
Stream Life in the Smokies  Smoky Mts. Nat’l 
Park. Investigate the ecology of the streams of 
the Smokies.  Meet at amphitheater near store 
at Cades Cove campground. $35.

East Tennessee Annual Iris Show and Sale
Saturday May 2nd from 9am to 4pm

Knoxville Center Mall

The East Tennessee Iris Society will present a show and sale in the 
Knoxville Center Mall. This event will consist of a judged flower 
show and a rhizome sale. The rhizomes are named varieties that 

have been successfully grown in the East Tennessee climate and are 
reasonably priced. ETIS members will be available to answer your 
questions about growing iris. Come by the ETIS Show and Sale 

to see the floral arrangements, purchase rhizomes, and get answers 
to your questions about growing iris. Check the ETIS website at 

http://www.discoveret.org/etis for more information.

2009 Earth Fest
Saturday, April 18, 2009 from 10am - 6pm at Pellissippi 

State TCC in Knoxville, TN.  Admission is Free!
http://www.knox-earthfest.org/

Advanced Master Gardener
Training

Plans are progressing for our Advanced Master Gardener 
Training. This will be a day long training geared towards 
those Master Gardeners who are interested in working 
with the office hot line and the Ask the Master Gardener 
table. We will spend the day learning more in depth 
about plant diseases and insects as well as using the dis-
tance diagnostics equipment.

Attendance will be limited to 15 for this training. The 
date is April 30th from 9:00 am to 4:00pm. We will 
meet at the Sevier County Extension Office. We will fill 
the class with the first 15 to sign up.



May: National Park Greenhouse 
Volunteer Opportunities  The 
greenhouse is located near Gatlin-
burg on Airport Road (behind 
the new National Park Science 
Center and before you get to Bud 
Ogle’s cabin Contact Leo Lubke 
at LHLubke@aol.com, 932-9862 
or Cherie Cordell, National Park 
Greenhouse Manager  at Cherie_
Cornell@nps.gov or 436-1706.

UT Gardens Volunteers: 
Volunteeers are an essential part of 
the UT Gardens and are involved 
in a variety of activities such as 
assisting the garden staff, serving as 
tour guides, working with special 
events and programs, and assisting 
in plant records and labeling.  For 
more information contact the 
Volunteer Coordinator at (865) 
974-7324 or visit
http://utgardens.tennessee.edu/
volunteers.html

UT Arboretum Society
The UT Arboretum Society always 
needs help in many ways. Oppor-
tunities include:
• Plant Sales

• Arboretum Plant Collections 
• Special Event Planners
• Fund Raising
• Administrative Support
To learn more about how you can 
help email
utarboretumsociety@gmail.com

Great Smoky Mountains 
Association Through sales, labor, 
donations, and volunteer efforts, 
GSMA provides the National Park 
Service with additional tools for 
fulfilling its mission. (865) 436-
7318 or toll free 1-888-898-9102  
Carolyn@GSMAssoc.org
www.smokiesinformation.org/
aboutus.htm

Discover Life in America
All Taxa Biodiversity Inventory 
Volunteer assist with the search 
for new species in Great Smoky 
Mountains National Park, includ-
ing collection, sorting and identifi-
cation.  For more information, call 
DLIA’s Executive Director Todd 
Witcher at (865) 430-4757 or e-
mail him at todd@dlia.org. www.
dlia.org/dlia/volunteer/index.shtml

SCAMGA Events and Volunteer 
Opportunities
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The Weather Rock
April 2009

Greeting from the Weather 
Rock!

Alert! Freeze! Alert! If you get 
this message before Monday 
the 6th, the nighttime temps 
will go into the mid to upper 
20s Monday night and Tues-
day night. Extended hours of 
below freezing, both nights, 
with high winds (low wind 
chills) and flurries. It’s not 
altogether unexpected con-
sidering the cold and snow 
that keeps coming out of the 
North West. Normally, March 
comes in like a lion and out 
like a lamb, April 1st…but 
this year the roar won’t stop 
till later in April.  Brief warm-
ups followed by brief, below 
average temperatures and 
still…lots of rain…and with 
the heat fighting the cold, bad 
storms!...and windy. Ground 
temperatures continue to be 
lower than normal. I still be-

lieve it is a good idea to start 
many of your garden plants in 
a greenhouse or cold frame. 
In fact we are constructing 
a “high tunnel” greenhouse 
over part of our garden in or-
der to extend the growing sea-
son for tomatoes, beans and 
okra…extend it until Novem-
ber 1st! You don’t believe this, 
right? I’ll tell you more about 
high tunnels when I lecture in 
May about saving seeds and 
working with non-hybrid-
ized vs. hybridized seeds.  We 
are also growing many plants 
under plastic with drip-ir-
rigation-tape. Weeding is 
virtually eliminated and we 
use a lot less pesticides AND 
water. Don’t you just hate 
to weed…!? But why worry 
about cold ground temps 
and extending your growing 
season…because…have I 
mentioned this before?…glo-
bal temps are continuing to 
drop!…and STILL…

…We have NO sunspots.

Several articles (I will be glad 

to provide the links to anyone 
who wants them.), from 
NASA, NOAH, and NWS 
are now beginning to (grudg-
ingly) speak. Those who had 
said, “if it looks like a duck 
and quacks like a duck, it 
must be caused by ‘manmade 
global warming’ are begin-
ning to critique what’s going 
on. Never mind the fact that 
thousands of scientists (and I 
consider myself in that group) 
have been trying to alert the 
public that we may be going 
into a colder climate time, 
(and global warming, two, 
back to back, extraordinarily 
powerful sunspot maximums 
that has lasted about 22 years, 
has NOT caused it nor does 
rising CO2 levels have any-
thing to do with it). We have 
now had the quietest sun in a 
Century…the lowest number 
of sunspots (magnetic storms) 
in a hundred years. The first 
three months of 2009 have 
been 87% sunspot free. 
(Remember 100/200 per 
month is normal, NOT one 
or two.) We have had the low-

est solar wind in 50 years…a 
twelve year low in solar-ir-
radiance…a fifty year low in 
solar radio emissions…and 
the lowest magnetic field we 
have EVER observed….if it 
continues…(and I promise!…
I wish the sunspots would 
return tomorrow.)…we will 
be at the level of the Dalton 
Solar Minimum (1780-
1820)…soon…that is why I 
have been preaching…learn 
to grow your gardens dur-
ing a foreshortened growing 
season.  My forecaster, Accu-
Weather.com showed several 
NWS computer forecasts 
for the coming Fall/Winter 
2009/2010, and they agree.  
An early, colder Fall, and an 
early, colder Winter…just like 
they forecasted last year, and 
that I reported here…ONLY, 
colder, than last year…great, 
huh?! On that happy note…I 
am, Jack Bailey…sitting on 
a cold Weather Rock that 
refuses to warm-up any time 
soon.

Thanks!-Jack

by Mark Halcomb, UT Area Specialist-
Nursery

I saw the familiar web nests of the 
Eastern Tent Caterpillar in the crotches 
of wild Cherry trees.  The worms were 
already 1/4 inch long and very active. 
Wait until they all hatch. They fall 
and blow out of tall wild cherry trees 
in fence rows onto nursery trees.  Last 
year I visited several nurseries under 
attack.  One had young cherry and 
crabapple trees near the edge of the 
field.  The wind blew the caterpillars 
onto the nursery trees, and they began 
to devour the young developing foli-
age.  The trees recovered rapidly once 
the caterpillars were sprayed.
      A small number of web nests or 
tents can be rubbed with the hand and 
fingers to mash the young caterpillars. 
This is extremely effective, avoids use 
of an insecticide, but applies only to 
the reachable tents. Cut wild cherry 
trees for firewood and to reduce black 
knot of plum.
      The best time to control tent 
caterpillars is while they are small and 
before the leaves are half grown on wild 
cherry trees.  A good application of 
insecticide at this time can completely 

eliminate the tent caterpillar.  But dig-
ging and shipping has to come first.
      A fact sheet is available at the 
Extension office covering the life
cycle and chemical controls:
http://www.utextension.utk.edu/publi-
cations/spfiles/SP341-N.pdf
      Spray the foliage around each web 
and the larvae will die soon after con-
suming the sprayed foliage. Orthene 
may injure crabapple foliage. Dipel is 
a biological control containing Bacillus 
thuringiensis and is the least toxic to 
honeybees. Spraying after 5 pm will 
also protect the honeybees.
      The tents are enlarged as the 
caterpillars grow and are built several 
layers thick.  The larvae leave the tents 
to feed several times a day but return to 
the tents when not feeding.  The larvae 
become full-grown about six weeks 
after hatching and are nearly two 
inches long, black, sparsely hairy, with 
some white and blue markings on their 
sides.  There is a white stripe down the 
middle of the back.
      Eggs (200) are laid in a black 
foamy mass-like structure that forms 
a collar around tree branches later.  
Fortunately, only one generation 
occurs each year.

The Eastern Tent Catapillar is 
Beginning to Feed


